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Angelo Patri writes “The 
Child”’: 

brief moment morning. For 

the richness that morning the child dependent 


upon you, dependent upon your love, your wis- 
dom, and your faith. From generation genera- 
tion that love, and that faith, and that wisdom have 
grown stronger, are growing stronger, until soon 


nobody any time any place will call 
child 


CONFERENCE PROGRAMS 


The Mid-Atlantic Regional Conference will held 
the School Health and Social Work, Richmond, 
Va., April There will discussion health 
problems, demonstration child guidance clinic the 
staff the Children’s Memorial Clinic Richmond, 
discussion foster-home care, presentation the 
social aspects feeblemindedness Dr. Rankin, 
the Duke Endowment, and Miss Katherine Lenroot, 
the Federa! Children’s Bureau, will speak the 
“Way Various States Discharge their Responsibilities 
toward Dependent Children.” 

connection with the National Conference Des 
Moines, May 11-18, the Child Welfare League 
America will offer children’s workers opportunity 
discuss the following topics: 


How Children’s Workers Can Keep Abreast 
Modern Knowledge Child Care. Speaker not 
yet chosen. 

Education Foster Mothers—One Aspect 
Supervision. Miss Winona Young, Executive 
Secretary, Rochester Girls’ Home. Discussion 
staff member from Hebrew. Sheltering Guardian 
Society Boarding Bureau, New York City. 


May 12, 2.30 


Accepting Children for Care Away from Home. 
This will take the form recapitulation vari- 
ous phases committee discussion carried 


(Continued page column 


INSTITUTION NEWS 


Mr. Roselle has been chosen succeed Mr. 
Matthew Adams Superintendent Mooseheart. 
Mooseheart, large institution Mooseheart, 
cares for dependent children whose parents have been 
members the Loyal Order Moose. addition 
the children who receive institutional care Moose- 
heart, increasing number are receiving care the 
homes widowed mothers under supervision the 
Mooseheart Extension Service. 

For several years Mr. Roselle has been Superin- 
tendent the New Jersey State Home for Boys, James- 
burg, New Jersey. Also has been active im- 
proving the curricula public schools New Jersey. 
will take his new duties Mooseheart May 
first. 

Mercy Home, Birmingham, Alabama, Saturday 
night set aside for entertainment which provided 
the children. The audience consists the staff and 
the children not needed the program. this sense 
family affair for those who live the institution 
that the children are not embarrassed restrained 
they might there were audience strangers. 

The children make their plans for Saturday night 
without assistance from the staff. The Superintendent, 
Miss Esther Richter, reports that frequently the chil- 
dren show good taste and originality arranging their 
costumes and their musical and dramatic improvi- 
sations. Besides entertaining staff and children and 
exercising the talents the children, these experiences 
also help offset the eternal bossing and planning 
everything the staff—which often helps institu- 
tionalize institutional work. 


There are indications large attendance the 
Conference Church Work for Dependent and Neg- 
lected Children, April 21-22. This Conference being 
held under joint auspices the Federal Council 
Churches and the Child Welfare League America. 
the Conference will appear the BULLETIN 
for May. 


(Continued page column 
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THE PSYCHIATRIC CLINIC AND THE 
INSTITUTION HOUSEMOTHER 


CLIFTON 
Resident Psychologist, Berkshire Industria] Farm, Canaan, 


all the questions, both practical and philosophical, 
that have been asked the staff the Berkshire Indus- 
trial Farm Psychiatric Clinic, the one recurring most 
frequently has been, about your relationship 
with the Elaboration the question 
usually indicates that the seeker after information has 
one two concepts. The first pictures the house- 
mother enthusiastic exponent clinic policies, 
needing perhaps education and guidance but athirst for 
the same. The second assumes the housemother 
thorn the flesh spite whose painful presence 
clinical work must proceed. the Berkshire Indus- 
trial Farm have found neither these concepts 
justified. Since our housemothers are fairly represen- 
tative those many correctional and child-caring 
institutions, our experiences may helpful those 
who plan similar pieces scientific work. 

The housemothers with whom have worked 
the Berkshire Industrial Farm are general women 
past middle age who have reared families their own. 
Some are here with their husbands, who are employed 
for other work and the same time act cottage 
masters. Others are undertaking the supervision 
adolescent problem boys from various motives, con- 
scious and unconscious—a need supplement small 
income, desire for protected environment, and 
usually sincere wish service. Each has com- 
plete charge cottage thirty boys and assumes 
multiplicity duties, from the supervision the cottage 
chores the inspection and ears before meals. 

Our first contacts with the housemothers and other 
members the general staff were facilitated the 
sponsorship enthusiastic superintendent who 
interpreted the institution staff the functions and 
purposes the Clinic. This, sure, could not pre- 
vent reservation judgment, desire “to 
the part the housemothers. The “showing” 
have felt from the start important. psychiatric 
clinic cannot, psychotherapeutic conferences, apply 
directly the boy all its treatment measures. Many 
must effected through housemothers and will succeed 
only far the housemother understands and 
willing co-operate. 

Her understanding, course, depends partly upon 
her background education and experience. must 
take into account the fact that are dealing with 
group women with specialized education psy- 
chology, with training formal social case work, 
and with techniques acquired for the most part rear- 


ing their own children some years ago before the child 
guidance movement brought psychiatric principles into 
the home. Knowing these limitations, have tried 
adapt our information quantity and quality 
the needs and capacity the individual housemother. 
have avoided overtechnical expressions, the one 
hand, and “talking down,” the other. The house- 
mother all too likely overconscious her limita- 
tions and will react unfavorably either type instruc- 
tion. minimize further this feeling inferiority, 
have resorted informal conference visits place 
the impersonal group conference, except special 
occasions. Mrs. Jones may confide the sympathetic 
clinic worker her doubts and problems. She cannot 
face doing the presence Mrs. Smith and Mrs. 
Brown, who, perhaps because their own perplexities, 
may derive shade too much satisfaction the hearing. 

much for the method direct education. After 
all, the housemother acquires most her information 
and viewpoint her contribution treatment. She 
learns doing. dissertation enuresis likely 
listened with tongue cheek mental retort, 
“You ought have few them hiding their sheets!” 
When, however, she guided into trying new plan 
for treatment psychiatrically sound, but with men- 
tion “infantile fixations,” mechanisms, etc., 
and when the method actually works, she step far- 
ther along her education. can scarcely expect 
woman sixty who has stepped from the shelter her 
home the shelter institution embrace whole- 
heartedly all the modern, scientific attitude toward sex. 
must allow her few questionings and even qualms. 
Perhaps can make her tolerant the natural sex 
curiosity and experimentation one small boy the 
auto-erotic habits another who has had little else 
the way satisfaction, she still another step farther 
along the road understanding. 

interpreting the boy the housemother not, 
course, give such information will react against the 
boy case her understanding inadequate.* One 
housemother, who had gleaned from some source out- 
side the Clinic the fact that boy’s mother put him 
out the house, said moment vexation, 
don’t wonder your mother didn’t want you!” The 
effect upon the child was very serious. All his sensi- 
tiveness and bitterness about the home situation was 
reawakened and his relationship with the housemother 
was gravely endangered. Certain information, how- 
ever, helpful her. discussing one alert, mis- 
chievous youth, housemother said: haven’t tried 
get far with him because told practically 

*In such cases assume that the author would seek give 


more rather than less information because the education the 
housemother paramount.— Editor. 
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idiot.” The psychologist, knowing the boy 
better than average intelligence, assured her that the 
term probably represented comment some 
the boy’s monkeyshines and that was well worth 
her help and interest. Again, housemother sighs, 
bad boy. fact, don’t believe belongs here.” 
give her glimpse into Harold’s past life—how 
apparently excellent home has been worried for five 
years discord between his parents, how has been 
torn between overdependence his neurotic mother 
and normal boyish desire for freedom, how has 
suffered abnormal feelings guilt for the delinquencies 
that resulted from these conflicts, and finally show 
her that the sneakiness not viciousness, but result 
his fear facing any reality and the anxiety and 
insecurity which still lives. Seeing Harold this 
new light she ready give him the encouragement 
and stimulation that needs. Interpretation and 
consequent individualization the boys the house- 
mother infuse her co-operation with interest and 
meaning such could never attained system 
arbitrary recommendations issued the Clinic and 
enforced the administration. 

must, course, always bear mind the limita- 
tions that her very work places upon her ability co- 
operate. With the physical care thirty boys and the 
administration the cottage she has very little time 
even for the types individual treatment that seem 
indispensable. our interest one boy must 
not forget her responsibility for the group. Such prosaic 
things dish washing, floor polishing and bed-making 
may seem far from the psychiatric treatment are 
trying further. But are they? skilful organiza- 
tion cottage tasks with minimum drudgery and 
maximum pride work well done has decidedly 
rehabilitative effect many indifferent, inefficient 
boy. the cottage for the youngest boys the house 
mother will write untidy, careless little bed- 
wetter, improving greatly. gave him the 
dining-room job and doing well. taking 
more pride his appearance and has not wet the bed 
for over week.” 

can show the housemother appreciate her 
situation ways which may seem trivial but 
which make her task less burdensome. For example, 
when wish conference with Johnny should take 
into account the fact that polishes the common-room 
floor every Saturday morning and not call him away 
that time. When plan transfer boys from 


cottage make room for new admissions, can first 
consult with the housemother and not have her perhaps 
experience the annoyance having her “right-hand 
man” snatched away high-handed fashion. this 


way she spared inconvenience and, what more 
important, feels that her opinion has weight making 
the final decision. 

Even small acts consideration will far 
minimize the jealousy which natural for the house- 
mother feel when pressure routine and lack train- 
ing force her leave others the work which her 
interest and enthusiasm might well prove equal. 
not surprising that she sometimes pictures the Clinic 
place which her boys run for comfort when she has 
been compelled discipline them. She wonders what 
tales they are telling and how much the clinic staff 
believing. Unless she saved her sense humor, 
she has the irritating experience having Fred say, 
when punished for not doing his work efficiently, 
tell the Clinic and get transfer from this 
offset this insecurity and feeling inferiority, must 
everything our power build the relationship 
between the housemother and the boy. must as- 
sure the former that are interested hearing the 
boy’s side difficulty but never use basis for 
judgments any kind without hearing her side; that 
discourage petty tale-bearing all times, and that 
consider our contact with the boy only means 
end and not personal conquest. 

time were available for more complete psychiatric 
study and treatment the housemothers themselves, 
some the problems mentioned above would solved. 
Group education would possible with the gain 
objectivity viewpoint and conscious adjustments and 
compromises would less frequent. With the boys’ 
needs ever pressing, however, can hope gain 
maximum co-operation, not making over the 
housemother, however our fingers may itch so, 
but keeping our eyes open her positive good 
qualities and making conditions favorable for their 
functioning, such placing under her supervision boys 
with whom she can successful job. the process 
she bound develop and, through greater under- 
standing the boy, acquire deeper insight into her 
own problems and fair grasp mental hygiene 
principles. 


INTER-CITY CONFERENCE PRO- 
GRAM 


Des Moines, during the National Conference, the 
Inter-city Conference will meet 
luncheon Tuesday, May 17, the Hotel Savery. The 
speaker will Dr. Schumacher, Director the 
Child Guidance Clinic Cleveland, who will discuss 
“The Unmarried Mother from the Psychiatric View- 
point.” Following the luncheon the Annual Meeting 
the Inter-city Conference will take place. 


| 
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HOW DEAL WITH CONTROVERSY 


The Committee Personnel Practices the Ameri- 
can Association Social Workers has adopted and 
published the March, 1927, Compass, method 
procedure cases where controversy social agency 
involves member the Association. Because the 
importance clarifying the issues and increasing the 
chances for effective dealing with personnel questions 
print the plan procedure devised the Commit- 
tee, which will submitted the membership the 
annual meeting Des Moines May 16. 


Procedure. 


(a) Any member the American Association 

Social Workers who party controversy involving 
professional status, which involves professional pol- 
concerning the relationship between himself and his 
employer, may appeal the chapter which 
member set Committee Inquiry. 
the chapter (or its executive officers) approves, 
shall request the two parties the controversy each 
name representative. These two shall choose 
third person, and the three thus selected shall consti- 
tute Committee Inquiry. 


(c) either party the controversy refuses 
name representative, the two representatives 
fail agree upon third person, the chapter may 
proceed fill the vacancy vacancies the commit- 
tees any manner sees fit. the chapter refuses 
act, either the interested parties may appeal the 
Executive Committee the American Association 
Social Workers, which may itself create Committee 
Inquiry, sees fit. 

(d) When the Committee Inquiry formed, 
shall the right either party the controversy 
have his case presented personal representative 
his own choosing. 


II. Duties the Committee Inquiry. 

(a) Its first duty the investigation and recording 
the facts. 

(b) the facts warrant, may endeavor, through 
mediation, effect settlement. 


(c) the conclusion its investigation and, case 
attempt mediation, the conclusion activity 
that direction, the committee shall prepare report. 
the report indicates that settlement has been ef- 
fected, shall filed with the Executive Committee 
the chapter, and copy sent the National Board 
Review. settlement has been reached, the 


report shall sent with recommendations the Execu- 
tive Committee the chapter, which shall take such 
action thinks fit. may appeal for advice the 
National Board Review, and shall forward the 
National Board ‘of Review copy the report the 
Committee Inquiry, together with report its own 
activities and findings. 


III. National Board Review. 


(a) The National Board Review shall consist 
seven members the American Association Social 
Workers, broadly representative all phases 
social work possible, majority whom must live 
within reasonable distance the national office. They 
shall appointed the Executive Committee the 
American Association Social Workers. 

(b) shall the duty the National Board 

Review give consideration all reports received 
from committees inquiry, and executive committees 
chapters, advise local chapters, and review cases 
appeal either party. shall also give advice, 
upon request, the Executive Committee the 
American Association Social Workers, and‘may make 
recommendations concerning the publication the 
facts any particular case. 
IV. Where there local chapter, any aggrieved 
person may appeal the National Board Review 
set Committee Inquiry. such case the 
procedure shall the same every respect the 
case chapter organization, except that the Board 
Review shall have all the powers and responsibili- 
ties belonging ordinarily the Executive Committee 
the chapter. 


(Continued from page column 

Word from the Protestant Welfare Association, Los 
Angeles, California, tells improvements its work. 
The Association’s principal project consists the opera- 
tion institution for boys known Pacific Lodge, 
Spadra, California. One the most important 
the improvements consists the employment case 
worker. 

Germany, Charlottenburg, large institution 
known the Jugendheim provides facilities for train- 
ing young women for institutional service. The train- 
ing has been standardized that the present time 
courses one two years are offered. Upon comple- 
tion the two-year course, these students may enter 
seminary for social workers. 

Details the work the Jugendheim are set forth 
lengthy report prepared Miss Anna von Gierke, 
the headworker. translation this report the 
office the Child Welfare League America and will 
loaned any one interested. For this translation 
are indebted Miss Peters, Superintendent 
the Newark Orphan Asylum, Newark, Miss 
Peters has visited the Jugendheim and has brought its 
work our attention. 
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DISTINGUISHED SERVICE RECOG- 
NIZED 


the 55th annual meeting the State Charities 
Aid Association recently held New York, commenda- 
tion was voiced the Honorable Elihu Root the service 
the Association aiding government through its 
relation public officials, illustrating one useful rela- 
tionship which private initiative may bear public 
welfare work. said part: 


Association affords impartial, well-informed, 
active-minded body for the inspection that most im- 
portant part our governmental system, the adminis- 
tration charities general. second thing 
has been furnished this Association the administra- 
tion public charity, and that degree initiative, 
responding the demands constantly changing 
condition life which impossible the public 
official. Public officers have act within the law. 
Only the legislative bodies have the privilege initia- 
tive, and legislative bodies have act upon proof, 
upon evidence, upon long continued hearings and long 
discussions. 

“The effect being unable take the initiative, 
having discretion very narrow limits and beyond 
those limits the great field lack legal authority, 
the effect upon public officers those limitations 
tendency stand what is, and feel little restive 
over being pushed into new things. which are beyond 
their scope authority. 

“Now this institution has furnished initiatives, 
furnished them not out the processes pure reason, 
not evolved out the inner consciousness somebody 
who assumes that all life exactly like his her life 
and that everybody ought think and feel thinks 
she thinks and feels, but initiatives responding the 
changing and growing needs our complicated modern 
life, based upon actual experience and thorough study, 
and the value that the development and main- 
tenance our system charities this State incal- 
culable. All public spirit, all the noblest 
emotions that move the best mankind are futile 
except through the creation institutions give them 
effect. Thisinstitution isan admirable adapta- 
tion, and has proved itself its service effective 
interpreter, translator the best human 
feelings, the practical work life.” 


SIX CENTS REWARD 


Absconded from the subscriber the 28th Feb- 
ruary, Frederick Englebert, about fourteen years age, 
indented Apprentice the painting business. This 
caution all persons from harboring crediting the 
said Apprentice, debts will paid, and the law 
will enforced.—F. Hansberry, Queen Street. 
The Charleston Courier, March 12, 1827. 


Our Charleston member contributes the above 
glimpse into the past children’s work. 


(Continued from page column 
during the past year group New York City 
executives, and will presented Dr. Franklin 
Thomas, the New York Orphan Asylum, Miss 
Mary Godley, Catholic Charities, and Miss 
Alice Seligsburg, Executive Director the Jewish 
Children’s Clearing Bureau; and will sum- 
marized and commented Mr. Henry 
Thurston, Chairman the Committee. 


Annual luncheon, followed annual meeting and 
report the Executive Director. 
May 17, 2.30 
Institution Program 

(a) Intake and Outgo Case Work. Kenneth 
Messenger, Director Field Work, Louisville 
and Jefferson County Children’s Home, An- 
chorage, Ky. 

(b) Erasing the Line between Inside and Outside 
Community Center, New Haven, 

onn. 


Round Tables 


(a) Use Volunteers Case Work. Charles 
Burt, Children’s Protective Society Minne- 
apolis and others. 

(b) Purpose and Meaning Statistics. Miss 
Georgia Ralph, New York School Social 


Work. 
Content Case Work Foster Home Care. 


consultation service will offered connection 
with the Children’s Division the Conference which 
will give wide opportunity for the discussion concrete 
questions with experienced workers and executives. This 
will maintained during five days the Conference 
and will conducted careful system appoint- 
ments. 

The headquarters hotel the League, previously 
announced, the Hotel Savery. Meetings will held 
the First Baptist Church, midway between the hotel 
and the headquarters the Conference. 


“PROBATION AND Edwin Cooley. 

Mr. Cooley’s treatment, published the Catholic 
Charities the Archdiocese New York, places before 
both the professional reader and the interested citizen 
comprehensive discussion delinquency. For some 
years past Mr. Cooley has been Chief Probation Officer 
the Magistrate’s Court Greater New York, charge 
demonstration probation work backed the 
Catholic Charities New York. From this experience 
and from wide study and consultation with other au- 
thorities the field, has equipped himself present 
the subject such way that the individual delinquent 
adequately pictured, and also the community from 
which comes and which offends shown its 
reaction him. 


CHILD WELFARE NEWS 


the past biennium (nineteen months, ending June 
80, 1926) the State Bureau Child Welfare received 
applications for service individual children from 
every county New Mexico. During this period and 
the time since the end the biennium, representa- 
tives this office have personally worked the 
counties. the beginning the biennium (Decem- 
ber 1924) there were the files the State Bureau 
applications regarding 635 individual families; the 
end the biennium (June 30, 1926) there were file 
applications concerning 1,590 different families. Dur- 
ing the biennium the very limited staff (two trained 
social case workers with some time the Director 
given this work) personally endeavored serve 683 
families which there were involved 1,690 problem 
children. This necessitated personal calls and 
interviews our workers families and behalf 
families. working with these 1,690 children every 
effort was made adjust the problems the children’s 
own homes. cases the death the parents, de- 
sertion, gross neglect, unsuitable guardianship, for 
example, sometimes necessary find foster homes 
for children; during the biennium, 205 placements 
children family homes, public and private institutions 
were made the Bureau staff. 


With view bringing about greater unity inter- 
national child-welfare work, plans are being formulated 
for International Child-Welfare Congress, organized 
jointly the International Union for Child Welfare 
(created Brussels 1905), the International Associa- 
tion for Child Protection (created Brussels 1921), 
and the League Red Cross Societies, meet Paris 
the summer 1928. The International Save the 
Children Fund (created Geneva 1920), although 
not officially represented the organization committee, 
will represented the congress and will defer its 
own congress till another year. 

The congress will divided into three sections: 

(1) Health; (2) Dependent Children; (3) Delinquent 
Children. Section which Dr. Rene Sand Belgium 
chairman, will present report the organization 
social work behalf dependent children the vari- 
ous countries represented. proposed that this con- 
gress held immediately before after Inter- 
national Conference Social Work which will take 
place Paris July, 1928. 


During the past year the Czechoslovak Red Cross 
was asked give aid 130 minor children whose 
parents were the United States and who could not 
sent join them because the Czechoslovak quota under 
the United States immigration law was filled. the 
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case children, both parents were America. The 
Red Cross asked special consideration for about 
these whose fathers had resided the United States 
long enough justified expecting become 
citizens soon, but the consulate had authority 
grant the request. Most the children were left 
behind with relatives who agreed take care them 
until the parents were able give them home the 
new country. 

The problem homes broken emigration 
serious one. 1924, when the quota Czechoslovakia 
was reduced from more than 14,000 only 3,000 an- 
nually, the Czechoslovak Ministry Social Welfare had 
its files the names more than 6,000 women who 
were preparing join their husbands America. 


national child-welfare conference was held Tokio 
December, 1926, under the auspices the Japanese 
Central Social Work Association (Inc.) The 350 dele- 
gates attending represented either social govern- 
mental agencies and came from all parts Japan and 
Korea. The outstanding note the conference was the 
need provide facilities meet the requirements 
special classes children. The desirability Govern- 
mental co-operation through legislation and subsidies 
was emphasized. special committee legislation 
studied bill create system pensions for widows 
and their children, drafted the present Japanese 
ministry, and suggested its modification include un- 
married mothers and deserted wives—a change that 
not likely made, chiefly because budyetary 
limitations. Probably the most promising feature 
the conference was the interest and active co-opera- 
tion the departments the Government whose as- 
sistance important factor any social program 
Japan. 


GROUP STUDY OUTLINED 


Two pamphlets group study the practice 
parenthood should noted those who are engaged 
plans for staff education organizing committees 
interested people connection with district branch 
offices society. Group Study for Parents Mrs. 
Eva v.B. Hansl, Associate Editor “Children, the 
Magazine for which the publisher the 
pamphlet ten cents; Child Study Groups, Manual 
for Leaders, prepared and published the Child 
Study Association America twenty-five cents. 
The two necessarily cover somewhat the same ground 
but such manner supplement rather than dupli- 
cate. The first introduction good journalese 
style which would reach persons who might not read 
the more direct presentation the Child Study As- 
sociation. For persons with some initial interest, the 
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latter publication definite treatment subject 
matter, tells what long experience has discovered 
generally successful methods procedure and presents 
very good brief illustrative material. The two might 
used for different persons single community and 
may designed for this the organizations publishing 
them are closely affiliated. 


MATERNITY HOMES REVIEWED 
PENNSYLVANIA 


From the Bureau Children the Pennsylvania 
Department Welfare come the following observations 
the work maternity homes Pennsylvania: 


“There are two types maternity homes the 
State, the small three four bed homes are generally 
under the direction practical nurse and run 
purely commercial basis. These are licensed local 
health departments. The larger homes are conducted, 
almost without exception, basis giving care 
minimum cost, free, the patient. with the 
latter that the Department Welfare deals. this 
group nineteen homes there are beds for 431 women 
and 1,080 children. 


ADMISSIONS. 

admit applicants following investigation full- 
time part-time worker. 

admit after careful inquiry the matron. 

admits only through accredited agency. 

accept the statements applicants with practically 
investigation. 

make careful examinations determine the exact 
condition the women and children received for 
care. 

admit applicants without requiring complete 
physical examination. 

ADJUSTMENT. 

participate the making plan keep mother 
and baby together. 

advise this course but not help her carry 
out. 

make attempt persuade the mother keep 
her child should she prefer place it, and should 
prove placeable. 

“The Hebrew Sheltering Home Germantown has 

delightful nursery school for the group children 
pre-kindergarten age. 

“The Crittenton Home Erie gives the unmarried 
mother definite training courses. These consist the 
various departments domestic science, trade courses 
nearby school and academic work the Home. 
The girls are not continued any department after 
they have achieved certain degree proficiency. 

“The case working department the Sheltering 
Arms Philadelphia, which responsible for making 
plan for every applicant the home, finds that only 
about one-half these are need institution care, 
the needs the others being adequately met through 
the provision other types service.” 
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CRIME COMMISSION STUDIES 
CASES 


The Sub-committee Causes and Effects Crime 
the Crime Commission New York State using 
the method case study criminal careers discover 
causes crime and evidence which base its 
recommendations. This welcome step away from 
the all too common talk about “crime waves.” 


Moreover, the findings are not without news value, 
although not adapted the sensational treatment 
crime news often receives. the York World” 
Sunday, March 20, 1927, appear brief summaries the 
life stories the first four men sentenced life terms 
fourth offenders under the very drastic Baumes Laws 
New York. The Sub-committee studied also the 
cases 145 men and youths sentenced since July 
1926, when these laws went into effect. Mr. Frederick 
Moran, Secretary the State Probation Commission, 
who made the study for the Committee, finds that 
practically all the men studied began their delinquent 
careers children. They came from broken homes, 
they were behavior problems and truants school, 
“community neighborhood social activities like the 
settlements, community centers, spare time organiza- 
tions for boys, clubs, supervised recreation and the like 
have not, except perhaps five the 145 cases, touched 
the lives these offenders; the other hand, com- 
mercial amusements, prize fights, gambling, cheap 
shows and dances and alcohol were the favorite recrea- 
tional activities the men studied.” The report finds 
that each court and prison should have adequately 
staffed psychiatric service assist treating the 
offender instead of, now, the offense. 


The significance these statements lies less the 
content the findings, which have long been known 
social workers, than the sponsorship such social 
conclusions the Crime Commission New York 
State. The example other Commissions splendid. 


ENCLOSURES 
(Sent Members only) 


Among the City Throngs—Seventy-fourth Report 
the Children’s Aid Society New York. excel- 
lent pictorial presentation varied program eluci- 
dated minimum effective text. (Mailed directly 
the Children’s Aid 


Child Marriagesin Erie County. Brief statements 
lights” from Study the Juvenile Protec- 
tive Department the Children’s Aid Society Buf- 
falo, 
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INTER-CITY CONFERENCE 
ILLEGITIMACY 


BULLETIN 


President: Mr. James Cleveland, Ohio. 
Vice-President: Mrs. Boston, Mass. 
Secretary-Treasurer: St. Paul, Minn. 


HOW ONE AGENCY VIEWS UN- 
MARRIED PARENTHOOD 


Visitor, Hebrew Sheltering Guardian Society 


Why tense about illegitimacy? child biologi- 
cal fact and the mother important element ad- 
justing its foster home. our view the mother 
married much the same way which Indian 
tribe considers woman married soon she becomes 
pregnant. have felt that could not deal with the 
child exclusive its parents and all our case work has 
been attempt establishing relationship between 
the child, the foster parents and the mother, giving all 
three opportunity for the development personality 
and satisfaction. 

have known Mrs. Cohen and her child for long 
time. Early orphaned, Sarah Cohen was placed 
institution, discharged fourteen aunt, country 
storekeeper. Here she had opportunity realize 
the social and educational aspirations which her insti- 
tution experience had led her expect. the age 
fifteen she was unmarried mother. Until the child, 
Beatrice, was seven she was boarded with woman 
who kept six other babies. The mothers these chil- 
dren, all similarly situated domestic service, had 
social life except the intercourse with one another, hav- 
ing been disowned their families. Following 
experience which- she thought giving her child 
because she had opportunity marry, Mrs. Cohen 
came the Home Bureau help her place Beatrice. 

The Home Bureau felt that there were two out- 
standing factors given equal weight. One was the 
mother’s social isolation imposed upon her her act 
when only fifteen years old, and the other that the home 
should one which the mother’s prior claim the 
child’s affection should recognized the selected 
foster family. should boarding home allowing 
the mother maintain the child herself and where 
there would less likelihood question the 
mother’s prior claim. 

place the children normal unmarried mothers 
the homes middle-aged couples where certain 
mellowness attitude serves put the foster mother 
the relation mother the child’s mother and 
grandmother the child. selected couple who 
had raised daughter now married and successfully 


conducting her own life. Sarah might easily their 
daughter and Beatrice their grandchild. 

Mrs. Cohen was told: “Beatrice going for the first 
time into normal home—man, wife, children and their 
mates. She will ask questions her paternity. 
Perhaps the foster people will likewise. You know 
the Home Bureau respects your status, married 
otherwise—it makes difference us. You are 
adult and have conducted your affairs and borne your 
responsibilities fairly satisfactorily. you wish tell 
the actual facts the child’s birth you. 
Decide for yourself what you wish your status and that 
your child be.” 

Some time later Beatrice’s father was located the 
agency interested the mother and ordered pay. 
has since married but continues his contribution. 
Beatrice now has the status, all practical intents and 
purposes, child divorced parents. 

Where there has been possibility locating the 
father after every effort has been made, would con- 
sider him, accordance with ancient custom, 
dead, though buried alive. Certainly has outlived 
his function far his child concerned and the 
eyes the agency the mother stands widow, married 
unmarried, dependent resourceful, neurotic 
stable—endowed with characteristics found 
any human being. 

the question that will probably arise why 
some plan was not made keep the mother and child 
together can answer, “This mother actually living 
socially more with her child this foster home relation- 
ship than she physically occupied the same quarters.” 

This case illustrates the two cardinal principles: First, 
not any time think the child without the 
mother. think them unit. For mother 
function properly she must have social life and recogni- 
tion. She mother, married not, and our only ser- 
vice is, since she has family, give her one. Second, 
respect the opinions adult and allow her 
make her own decisions. You will recall that per- 
mitted the mother tell her own story. have been 
consistent throughout co-operating with her and the 
foster mother her plans for the child. 

Unmarried mothers evidently have different needs. 
Some feel stigma, others cannot adjust normal 
family relationships. For the Sarah Cohens who feel 
they have done something totally unacceptable their 
own group, who lack capacity independently self- 
supporting ereative werk and are therefore shunted 
into domestic work with the consequent suffering from 
complete social isolation, can much supplying 
functional grandmothers. 

(The full presentation this case can had from the 
Child Welfare League America.) 


